
JERRY BRIESATH, a member of the 8CA Board and Chairman 
, of ths BCA Rules Cowlttee, ! s  known nationwide as one 

of the sports best instructors. The B i l l l a r d  Congress 
of  America's Instruction video tape "Conslstancy I s  the 
Name of t h e  Gamew i s  featuring Briesa+halongwl+h World 
Champion, Nick Varner. 

(and 
Thumbs Up 
Out From Under) 

Players, when you are watching a bar 
table amateur tournament one of the 
biggest  f laws you will notice while 
observing i s  t h a t  almost a11 amateur 
players use an incorrect bridge when 
shooting o f f  the r a i l  (when the cue 
ball i s  3 to  10 inches from the rail 
and the hand must be on the rail i n -  
stead of  on the slate bed). The ama- 
teur will often have h i s  thumb under 

the cue. 

Now watch a pro. h professional will 
never p u t  h i s  thumb on the rail be- 

low the cuestick. Yet many amateurs, 
even recognizing th is ,  refuse t o  de- 

velop a correct rail bridge. " I t  I s  
much too uncomfortable" they say. I t  

may feel uncomfortable f o r  awhile 
b u t  two or three shots i s  not  enough 
t o  say " I  can't". Practice sl-fding 

the cue over  the rail Instead of the 

thumb for forty or f i f t y  shots u n t i  1 
you can feel comfortable w i t h  i t .  

Why ? Because you will never, never 
be able to become accurate i n  shoot- 
i n g  shots o f f  the r a i l  i f  t h a t  back 

hand i s  elevated and the cue t i p  I s  
pointed down. Doing this only causes 

you t o  a im a t  the cloth in front of 
the object ball instead o f  directly 
a t  the object ball i t s e l f .  

Editor's Note 

Jerry Briesath, the Pool & B-i 11 iard 

Magazine Contr ibut ing Instructional 
Edi tor  has recently recieved media 

acclaim as a top pool instructor I n  

several  a r t i c l e s  regard-ing his qual- 

i f i c a t i o n s  i n  playing instruction i n  

the Aprfl 1985 issue o f  the Billiard 
Digest. Congratulations Jerry! 


