
The f i r s t  th ing  I try t o  
explain and d r i  11 i n t o  ny 
players i s  "THEY CANNOT 
CONTROL THE BALLS OM THE 
GREEN FELT". You can only 
cont ro l  them I nd i rec t l y .  
A players control  must be 
centered around his phys- 
i c a l  se l f ,  how we1 1 he o r  
she phys ica l ly  maneuvers 
a cue s t i c k  i s  a mark o f  
good cont ro l .  

JERRY BRIESATH, a member of the BCA Board and Chairman 
of the BCA Rules Committee, i s  known nationwide as one 
of the s p d s  best Instructors* The B i l  llard Congress 
of Afnerlca's Instruction video tape nConsIstancy Is the 
M a i n e  of the GameH Is featuring Briesa+helongwIth World 
Champion, Nick Varnsr. 

Lets Take it From the Top! 

You can immediately see a 
d i f ference between a pro 
and an amateur physical ly. 
F i r s t ,  the amateur w i l l  1 b e n d o v e r t h e s h o t t o b e -  

I g in  h i s  a im and shoot. He 
i s  probably only 10% sure 
o f  h i s  a i m  when he bends 
over. The pro w i  1 1 decide 
where he i s  aiming before 
he bends over. As he does, 
h is  eyes glance a t  the ob 
j e c t  b a l l  and h i s  ch in  i s  
a1 ready -in a d i r e c t  1 ine 
wi th  the the shot as his 
cue sets up directly 1n 
1 i ne behind the  cue b a l l  . 
A t  t h i s  po in t  he i s  a1 - 
ready 90% done w i th  h i s  
aiming. 

This pa r t  o f  the game, be before the h i t  -see where 
fore the  b a l l  i s  h i t ,  i s  the "cue" i s  going, visu- 
extremely important. Take a l  i z e  it, pinpoin t  i t  and 
the time needed t o  review execute. 
your p re -h i t  game and pu t  - 
yoursel f i n  control. 

You w i l l  soon learn  i t  i s  
a b i g  help i n  developing 
conslstancy. Anybody can 
1 earn t o  make a bal I .  To 
do so smoothly and w i t h  a 
degree o f  cons1 stancy 1 s 
a mark o f  a professional. 
A b i g  help i s  t o  d eve1 op 
a physical sequence t h a t  
you w i l l  f o l l ow each t i m e  
p r i o r  t o  h i t t i n g  t h e  b a l l ,  

EXAMPLE : 
Take two or three warm up 
strokes, hesitate,  STOP 
and check your a i m  t o  see 
where the cue i s  po in t ing  
re1 ax, take two more warm 
up strokes, STOP, recheck 
your aim, don't shoot un- 
less you are sure. Now 
you can draw the cue back 
carefully and shoot. You 
w i l l  always fo l low thorugti 
3 t o  7 inches depending on 
the power o f  the stroke r e  
quired. A1 ways remember t o  
make t h i s  f i na l  hes i t a t i on  
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PRACTICE TIP 

Tried and True: Jer ry  gave 
me an exce l lent  exercise 
using the best f ree teach- 
i ng  device I n  your l oca l  
room. Shoot a l l  your shots 

s t a r t i n g  w i th  the cue b a l l  
on the head spot. Assuming 
center b a l l  h i t  on every 
shot, watch where the t i p  
o f  the cuestick ends up i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  tha t  spot. I f  
you are executing the shot 
properly, the t i p  o f  your 

four  t o  seven inches dead 
center over the headspot. 

I cue should always end up, 

Th is  d r i l l  w i l l  force you 
t o  f 01 1 ow through creat ing 
a smooth, f lowing stroke, 
without je rk ing  o r  drawing 
back. I know i t s  worked 
f o r  me! - The Editor 


