
1986 Players of the Year 

If the Pool & Billiard Magazine had asked its staff 
at the outset of 1986 to project their choices for "Player 
of the Year", the names of Mike Sigel and Jean 
Balukas may not have come up. 

Mike did not participate in any of the pro tour 
events from January thru ril due to his position as 2 Technical Advisor to The olor of Money. Jean did 
not participate in the first half of (he year due to her 
Ion rewveiy from knee surgeiy. At Mike Sigel and Jean Balukas have been chosen 
as the 1986 Pool & B i l l i d  Players of the Year by the 
Pool and Billiard Magazine staff. 

The SigeI-Balukas stretch runs to the wire, that 
earned them the honor, are strifeingly similar. Mike 
Sigel took the title in six ma'or events when he mu- ! med play, including the G ass City Open, Norfolk 
Spring Open, B.C. Open, Akron Open, and the Sands 
Re ent's Reno Open. Jean swung back into the tour 
with an amazing five straight titles - the Cleveland 
Open, California Mixed 0 n, U.S. Open, Charlotte 
Fall Classic, and the ~ ~ S ~ a t i o n a l s .  

Adding to these incredible feats, Mike and Jean are 
both at the top of the money list for the year with 
$44,464 and $12,500 respectively. 

Players of the Year are not chosen soley on title 
wins, however. Contribution to the sport is another 
important factor entering into (he P & B Mag's staff's 
votes. 

*Jean Balukas 

As Technical Advisor to The Color of Money, Mike 
brought alot of limelight to the sport with features 
about him appearing in such prestigious publications 
as the Washington Post and USA Today. 

Jean brou t her own brand of media hype to the 

TO f rt Unab c to compete in the PPPA World 14.1 
hampionship, Jean, together with her manager 

Barry Dubow and the well known Steve Mizerak, 
teamed up in a Challenge of the Sexes promotion that 
made headlines. Most recently, Jean followed up her 
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