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Cue Tips 
Playing pool isn't all skill and knowledge! A big and often 

ignored part of the game is maintenance of your equipment. 
The place to start is your cue-stick, at the tip. 

As you may have experienced, a miscue is a frustrating 
shot, particularly when it is caused by a badly maintained 
cue tip. I say "particularly" because with all the good prod- 
ucts on the market to maintain your cue tip, there should be 
no excuse for a shiny, hard, unshaped cue tip today! 

The advancements of these products over the years has 
been great. From the sandpaper attached to a curved piece 
of cardboard all the way to shapers and scuffers with gauges 
that let you measure the curvature ofyour tip. Several popu- 
lar items on the market that are: the Brad Scuffer, Lou 
Butera's Tip Tapper, the Proper Tip Burnisher, the Cue 
Cube, and Willard's Cue Tip Shaper (disk with baked on 
grit that also contains gauge for judging curvature of tip). 

So, why have these good products been introduced and so 
widely accepted? Well here's a little cue tip savvy to live by. 

The reason tips need roughing up is because they are 
made of hard, compressed leather. The leather even be- 
comes harder and smooth as glass after just 30 to 45 minutes 
of active play. If the tip is smooth it cannot hold chalk Inci- 
dentally, when you do miscue, DON'T rub your thumb 
across the tip to figure out why! The oil from your skin will 
only make the tip more slippery. 

In addition to keeping the tip surface scuffed for chalking, 
having it the proper shape is equally as important. A nickel 
or dime radius or somewhere between the two is 
recommended because these seem to be the shapes that 
"bite" into the cue ball the best, giving you the best results 
when using english, draw, or follow. 

A too well rounded tip can slide off the ball and flat ti s 
have a sharp edge. Flat tips also do not allow enough leat h - 
er to contact the cue ball. In each case, less friction - result- 
ing in more miscues. 

Most professionals prefer a hard tip (Le Professional is 
one brand currently on the market). While hard tips must be 
roughed up more often, there is less "mushrooming" (cue tip 
spreading out over the ferrule) than in softer tips. However, I 
sometimes recommend a softer tip to beginners and ama- 
teurs (Elk Master is one brand of softer tip) because it won't 
need roughing up as often, and takes chalk well. As players 
become more experienced and develop the good habits of 
chalking often and learn how to properly rough and shape 
their cue tips, I would suggest they experiment with a harder 
tip. Of course, even some good players prefer a medium or 
somewhat softer tip. 

If your tip does mushroom, fix it! Ideally, the tip should 
always be flush with the sides of the ferrule. Fixing it is easy 
with a little 220 sandpaper to bring it to size followed by 400- 
600 sandpaper to smooth the sides and "shine it up". 

Ifyour tip falls or pops off your cue, fix it - but with a new 
tip - throw the old one away. 

The size of your tip is determined by the millimeter of 
your shaft. Common shaft sizes are between 12% mm and 
13% mm. Some may be slightly bigger or smaller, but not by 
much and not very many. Many times, amateurs feel they 
have more control with a thin shaft and thus a small tip, but 
I don't recommend it. Amateurs think it feels better because 
it slides through their inexperienced bridge hand better, but 
in actuality, the thinner the shaft, the more opportunity for 
wobble between the bridge hand and the cue ball. 

Keep your cue tips rough and ready until next month 
when we'll he discussing 'Shafts, their care and mainte- 
nance" at the Coach's Corner. 

Be a Straight 
Shooter! 

Improve your game no matter Watch the 

what your level of play! Make PROPER AIM" 

your practice really pay off . . . sight bar as you 

with the PROPER AIM"' prac- 
stroke. If the 

tice aid. There's never been either left or 
anything like it before. It's so right, you must 
simple to use. . . learn quickly 
whether your stroke is correct. stroke to bring it 

The PROPER AIM" is made of back to center. 

a tough, space-age material and 
fits any cue. It's so lightweight it Another fine product 
won't alter the natural feel of from Creative Inventions 
your cue. Also ask for: 
BE A STRAIGHT SHOOTER.. . Protect-a-C~e Cases 
GET THE PROPER AIM" Proper Cue Dresser 
Another fine product from 
CREATIVE INVENTIONS Proper Shaft Polisher 

Proper Carrying Strap 
Proper Tip Burnisher 

JOE PORPEKS Creative I Proper Cue Stand 

7741 Alabama, Unit 11 / Canoga Park / CA 91 303 / (81 8) 883-51 31 


